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The Newsfeed is moving to biweekly instaliments, the next issue will be April 10th, 2024
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The AgriWorkforce Newsfeed is a weekly news update for partners of the Canadian Agricultural Human
Resource Council (CAHRC). It is provided as an information service only. Inclusion of any information
does not represent official positions, opinions or support by CAHRC or its membership. The information

is collected from a variety of sources and circulated as information only.

Le Fil d'actualité sur la main-d'ceuvre agricole est un suivi hebdomadaire des nouvelles les plus récentes
préparé a l'intention des partenaires du Conseil canadien pour les ressources humaines en agriculture
(CCRHA). Il constitue un service d'information seulement. Son contenu n'exprime pas une position, une
opinion ou un soutien officiels du CCRHA ou de ses membres. Les renseignements qu'il contient sont

recueillis auprés de diverses sources et sont distribués a titre d'information seulement.

Le fil d'actualité passe a des publications bimensuelles, le prochain numéro sera le 10 avril 2024
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CAHRC'S CORNER

Upgrade Your Skills:: One way to address our labour shortage is to understand how we can
attract and retain workers who have not been historically part of the sector but who bring a
valuable set of skills to agriculture. That's why we're introducing our IDEA course. This pilot
program, which is free to register for before April 1, provides knowledge and insight on
inclusion, diversity, equity, and accessibility to ensure businesses in agriculture can not only
attract new employees of diverse backgrounds, but thrive with them. Find out more and register

here.

The Latest Labour Market Data: Get the latest stats on Canada's labour market, particularly in

agriculture. Access the report and request specific data sets or presentations by

emailing outreach@cahrc-ccrha.ca.

CAHRC Commentary in the News: CAHRC executive director, Jennifer Wright, made an
inaugural appearance in Policy Options magazine to discuss the details of the LMI report, how
its recommendations are related to the National Workforce Strategic Plan and what effective

policymaking looks like in action. Read it all here.

Recruit and Empower the Next Gen of Agriculture: Apply for CAHRC'’s Growing Opportunities
project and access Canada'’s largest online campus recruiting platform. Receive a $7,000

subsidy for each student you hire. Start your application process today.

Introducing CAHRC Connect: Join an online community of agriculture leaders, learners, and
employers. CAHRC Connect, a pilot project, offers HR and EDI info, networking opportunities,

webinars, and expert Q&As. Access is completely free! More info here.
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Stay Connected: Follow CAHRC on LinkedIn, Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook to keep up with

our work and relevant stakeholders.

POLICY, RESEARCH, AND NEWS TRACKING

Industry Perceptions and Awareness

Diversifier |les cultures en serre : est-ce gagnant? Le Québec veut une plus grande autonomie

alimentaire, plus de fruits et de Iégumes produits ici. Dans ce but, les serres ont été ciblées.
Selon de récentes observations, elles peuvent effectivement offrir de belles possibilités... mais
des défis aussi! Depuis quelques années, des producteurs procédent a des essais de cultures

nouvelles ou en émergence dans des serres de type tunnel pour allonger leur saison de

production. En savoir plus...

Deere, Kinze and Ag Leader announce deal to integrate their tech and resolve litigation over

planter patents. John Deere, Kinze Manufacturing and Ag Leader Technology say they've
reached a collaboration agreement that will make it easier for farmers to integrate their
technology and equipment, while also ending a dispute over high-speed planter design patents.
The agreement will allow farmers who run Kinze and Ag Leader planting and display products

to “seamlessly integrate” with John Deere’s Operations Centre. Read more...

Alberta Farm Animal Care announces immediate closure. Alberta Farm Animal Care (AFAC)

closed its doors on March 1 due to lack of finances. The organization was started in 1993 by
Alberta livestock producers. Over 30 years, AFAC developed into the collective voice of the
livestock industry on matters of livestock welfare and allowed the industry to work together to
advance and promote responsible livestock care. Work is underway to transition current

activities and resources, including the ALERT line, to other partners. Read more...

Agriculture : « A long terme, il va y avoir des ajustements a faire », dit Lamontagne. Sécheresse,
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inondations, insectes ravageurs... La récolte 2023 s'est révélée catastrophique pour les
agriculteurs québécois. Toutefois, le gouvernement Legault évite de qualifier la situation
actuelle de crise. Confrontés a une baisse désastreuse de leurs revenus et a des événements
climatiques extrémes, les agriculteurs ont exprimé leur ras-le-bol lors de manifestations au
cours des dernieres semaines. La Financiére agricole du Québec versera 1 milliard de dollars

pour compenser les pertes de 2023 des producteurs, révélait La Presse jeudi. En savoir plus...

People, Wages and Workplace Culture

La releve agricole a bout de souffle. La reléve agricole du Québec a exprimé sans réserve toute

la détresse qui I'anime devant le ministre de I'Agriculture, des Pécheries et de I'Alimentation,
lors du congres annuel de la Fédération de la reléve agricole du Québec, a Shawinigan. Dans un
contexte économique difficile et face aux changements climatiques, les jeunes producteurs se

disent découragés. Le ministre André Lamontagne n'avait toutefois pas de solution miracle a

leur proposer. En savoir plus...

Canadian Association of Agri-Retailers names new executive director. The Canadian

Association of Agri-Retailers (CAAR) has announced the appointment of a new executive
director. Myrna Grahn will join CAAR starting March 25. Grahn has more than 30 years of
experience working with agriculture organizations and institutions. She most recently led the

Manitoba government’s strategy for attracting investment in protein processing. Read more...

Sécheresse : Québec se tourne vers Ottawa. Face aux difficultés connues en Abitibi I'année

derniere, Québec annonce avoir présenté une demande pour le déclenchement d'une initiative
Agri-relance. Les sommes seraient remises « aux producteurs horticoles et aux producteurs de
foin qui ont été plus durement touchés par les excés de pluie et la sécheresse dans certains

secteurs de I'Abitibi », peut-on lire dans le communiqué de presse du MAPAQ. En savoir plus...
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Immigration and Foreign Workers

Agriculture workers not mentioned in TFW rule changes. Seasonal agricultural workers don't

appear to be affected by adjustments to temporary foreign worker rules. The federal
government recently announced that, effective May 1, some sectors would be allowed no more
than 20 per cent of their workforces to be made up of temporary foreign workers (TWFs)
brought in via the low-wage stream — down from 30 per cent since 2022. Those sectors are
wood product manufacturing, furniture manufacturing, accommodation and food service and
food manufacturing — defined as industries involved in turning agricultural products into
ingredients or food items, whether for wholesale or retail, according to the North American

Industry Classification System. Read more...

Automation and Technology

Ontario crop performance data finds new home at GoCrops.ca. Ontario farmers looking for the

latest performance and variety data for corn, soybeans, cereals and beans may now visit just
one site — GoCrops.ca — to compare and contrast different offerings. A complete revamp and
modernization of the four legacy sites of GoCorn.net, GoCereals.ca, GoBeans.ca and GoSoy.ca
is the result of the collaborative effort between the Ontario Corn Committee (OCC), the Ontario
Cereal Crops Committee (OCCC), the Ontario Pulse Crop Committee (OPCC) and the Ontario
Soybean and Canola Committee (OSACC), with support from Grain Farmers of Ontario. Read

more...

Nouveau pulvérisateur électrique par John Deere. Dans le cadre du World Ag Expo 2024, John

Deere a annoncé qu'il va commercialiser le nouveau pulvérisateur autonome entierement
électrique de Guss Automation. Cet appareil de 7,2 metres de long et 2 metres de haut est
capable de désherber tout seul des cultures de fagon localisée sur une largeur de 2,4 a 5,8
meétres. Ses rampes a commande hydraulique s’adaptent en hauteur et peuvent aussi

s’escamoter en cas d'obstacle. La machine récemment dévoilée comprend un systeme de
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détection des mauvaises herbes par pulvérisation localisée qui identifie la chlorophylle dans les

mauvaises herbes et ne pulvérise que la ou elles sont détectées. En savoir plus...

Skill Development

Un total de 3,5 MS en préts de Québec et d’'Ottawa pour I'entreprise Céréales

Normandin. L'entreprise jeannoise Céréales Normandin a regu un total 3,5 millions de dollars
en préts des gouvernements provincial et fédéral afin de développer de nouveaux produits.
Plus précisément, Québec a accordé 2,3 millions de dollars a I'organisation fondée en 2017,
tandis qu’'Ottawa lui a remis 1,2 million. Des sommes qui lui ont notamment servi a améliorer
ses installations, situées sur le rang Nord, a Normandin, et a se procurer des équipements
spécialisés lui permettant de créer des farines d’'orge, de blé, d’avoine et de gourgane.
L'entreprise céréaliere, qui a développé une expertise dans la transformation des grains et qui

possede ses propres terres, souhaite également produire des semoules et des

[égumineuses. En savoir plus...

Investment of $1.9 million in the Common Ground Canada Network. Investment in research is

key to driving better outcomes for the agricultural sector and positioning Canada to seize the
economic opportunities of a net-zero future. On March 19, the Honourable Frangois-Philippe
Champagne, Minister of Innovation, Science and Industry, and the Honourable Lawrence
MacAulay, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, announced an investment of $1.9 million in
the Common Ground Canada Network project led by Karen Foster, Canada Research Chair in

Sustainable Rural Futures for Atlantic Canada at Dalhousie University. Read more...

Eight new agtech projects featuring research and development receive funding. The Canadian

Agri-Food Automation and Intelligence Network (CAAIN) revealed eight recipients of two
funding competitions held in 2023. Most are Canadian small or medium agtech enterprises
who are activating approximately $100M in research and development investment. CAAIN'’s
mandate from Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada is to focus its funding

on technological advancements of importance to the agri-food sector. Read more...
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EVENTS

e Canadian Dairy Xpo: April 3-4

e Canadian Roundtable for Sustainable Beef: April 9-11

e Plant Forward Conference: April 16-18
e National Holstein Convention: April 24-27

Stay in Touch with CAHRC / Restez en contact avec le

CCRHA
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